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Kzeru leidtogar heimsins. Okkur er mikill heidur syndur ad fa petta taekifaeri til ad
tala fyrir hond ungmenni heimsins um malefni jafnréttis og patttoku.

Adur en vié héldum lengra pa er mikilvaegt ad vid setjum hlutina i samhengi.

Vid purfum ad velta pvi fyrir okkur af hverju vid erum hér i dag?

Erum vid hér til pess ad breyta hlutum, til ad gera heiminn ad betri stad?

Ert pu ordin reid yfir éréttletinu?

Ad stelpum sé neitad um ad saekja sér menntun?

Ert pu reid yfir pvi ad helmingur kvenna i heiminum hafi upplifad likamlegt eda
kynferdislegt ofbeldi?

Yfir pvi ad 12 ara gamlar stulkur eru neyddar i hjonaband?

Er pu reid yfir pvi ad i 18 16ndum purfa konur enn leyfi fra manni sinum til ad
saekja vinnu?

Hefur pu kannski upplifad a eigin skinni éréttlaeti?

Eda ertu kannski ahyggjufull yfir pvi ad ad vid eigum ekki teekifaeri til ad maeta
Heimsmarkmidunum nema ad takast a vid jafnrétti kynjanna.

Eg er hér vegna pess ad ég er vongdd! Og pu aettir ad vera pad lika! Vid hofum
morg teekifeeri til ad hafa ahrif til jakveedra breytinga!

Hvernig? Eg skal segja pér pad! begar vid eflum konur til patttoku og skdpum
beim jofn taekifeeri pa gerast frabaerir hlutir!

Ursula Le Guin sagdi eitt sinni: "Vid konur erum eldfjoll. begar konur bjéda fram
sina reynslu sem sannleik, sem sannleik mannsins, breytast 6ll landakortin. pad
skapast ny fjoll. "

Vid erum og vid purfum ad rifa nidur veggi, svo ad komandi kynslddir purfi pess
ekki. Ad berjast fyrir réttindum kvenna er oft sett i samhengi ad karlmenn purfi ad
tapa réttindum sinum. Pessum samanburdi parf ad linna. Vid purfum ad byggja
upp steerri og fjolbreyttu tengslaneti kvenna pvert a 6ll svid samfélagsins og
bannig nalgumst vid hid sanna jafnrétti kynjanna. bvi ad jafnrétti er ekki vandamal
sem tilheyrir stulkum og konum — pad er sammannlegt og kemur okkur 6llum vid.

Eg er 17 ara gamall strakur sem byr & islandi. Margar af peim fyrirmyndum sem
eru i lifi minu eru konur, par 8 medal moédir min sem er hamenntud kona, sterkur
leidtogi og mér mikil fyrirmynd. Eg er lika svo heppinn ad vera f6durbrédir 5 ara



gamallar stelpu sem a allt lifid framundan og sem truir pvi ad henni séu allir vegir
faerir i lifinu. Pad myndi seera mig ad sja drauma hennar 6uppfylita bara vegna
bess ad hun er kona. Eg er sannfaerdur um ad flestir adrir karlmenn hafi svipadar
tilfinningar og oskir til peirra kvenna sem eru i lifi peirra.

Pad er einmitt pess vegna sem ad vid karlmenn verdum ad standa saman og
tryggja jafnrétti fyrir alla. Vid verdum ad skapa framtid par sem o6ll born geta 1atid
drauma sina raetast an pess ad hafa ahyggjur af pvi ad kynid sé peim hindrun.
Sumir halda ad jafnréttisumraeda sé adeins malefni kvenna, en stadreyndin er su
ad jafnréttisbarattan vardar okkur oll. Ef vid ndum ad vinna saman i barattunni
gegn mismunun, i sameiningu, pa ndum vid arangri og vid naum peim arangri
saman.

Pess vegna purfum vid 6ll ad vera talsmenn og stydjendur jafnréttis. bvi ad petta
kallast ekki jafnrétti nema ef allir hdpar samfélagsins vinna i sameiningu.

Sem fulltrdar ungmennarads Heimsmarkmidanna viljum vid skora & ykkur, -
bjodarleidtoga, - ad virkja opna samraedu vid ungmenni adur en teknar eru
akvardanir sem hafa ahrif a lif okkar. Vid bidjum ykkur ad gleyma ekki mikilvaegi
bess ad hugsa fram i timann og ad fjarfesta i framtidinni sem er okkar. Ungmenni
verda ad vera hluti af lausninni.

Petta er okkar framtid i héfi og vid eigum ad geta sagt okkar skodanir vardandi
bessi malefni. Akvardanir i dag munu hafa ahrif 4 okkur i framtidinni.

Rae0id vid okkur, freedid okkur, faid okkar sjéonarhorn, og hlustid.

Vid erum framtidin. pad verdur verkefni okkar, barnanna pinna, ad takast a vid
afleidingar peirra dkvardana sem teknar eru i dag. Pess vegna er mikilvaegt ad vid
faum rodd medal peirra sem eru ad moéta samfeélog okkar og loggjofina sem okkur
er gert ad bua vid. Vid bidjum pig pvi vinsamlega fyrir hond allra barna og
ungmenna i heiminum til ad gefa okkur raunmeet taekifeeri til pess ad lata rodd
okkar heyrast.
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Dear leaders of the world and distinguished guests. We are very honored to
receive this opportunity to talk on behalf of the world’s youth on the issues of
gender equality and participation and inclusion.

To put things in perspective

We need to think about why we are here today?

Why are you here today?

To change things, to make the world a better place?

Are you angry at injustice?

That girls are being denied the right to an education?

Angry that half of the women in the world have experienced physical or sexual
violence?

That 12 year old girls are being forced to marry?

Angry because in 18 countries women still need permission from a man to have a
job?

Maybe you’re angry at how you have been treated in the past?

Or maybe you’re angry that we stand no chance of meeting any of the Global
Goals unless we address gender equality.

| am here because | am hopeful! And you should be too! There are opportunities
to make a big difference!

How you might ask? Let me tell you! When we include women, great things
happen! “We are volcanoes,” Ursula Le Guin once remarked. “When we women
offer our experience as our truth, as human truth, all the maps change. There are
new mountains.”

We are and we need to tear down walls, so that future generations won't have to.
Fighting for women’s rights has too often become synonymous with man-hating.
This has to stop. The bigger and more diverse the ecosystem of women's
networks we have in every sector, the closer we will get to true equality, because
equality isn’t a women’s issue, its a human one.

| am a 17-year-old male living in Iceland. Many of my role models are female, my
mother who is highly educated and is a strong leader is one of my biggest role



models. | also have a 5-year-old niece who still has her whole life ahead of her
and strongly believes that she can do whatever she puts her mind to. It would
sadden me to see her dreams not become a reality simply because of her gender.
| solemnly believe that most other men share the same love for the women in
their lives.

So that is why we men must stand together to secure equal rights for all genders.
We need to shape tomorrow’s world into a world in which all children, can be
whoever they want to be without having to worry about their gender as a
hindrance.

Many think that equal rights only revolve around women’s rights but in fact equal
rights reach out to so much more than just the rights of women. As long as we
stand together in battling injustice we will get the required results. Together we
have more opportunities to achieve gender equality and empowering all women
and girls.

That is why everyone should be a supporter of equal rights for all.

As representatives of the Icelandic SDG’s youth council we would like to challenge
you — the leaders of the world — to engage in an open dialogue with young people
and children before making big decisions that affect us. We ask you to remember
the importance of thinking long term and investing in the future. Our future! We
need to be a part of the solution and also a part of the process of implementing
the sustainable development goals.

By engaging us in today’s affairs you are also building our interest in world affairs
which is essential for the society today as well as in the future.

It is our future that’s at stake and it is only fair to let us have a say in it. The
decisions that are currently being made are decided for us but not with us.
Talk with us. Teach us. Get our perspectives and listen.

We are the future. It will be our task, your children’s, task to deal with and to
face, head on, the consequences of decisions made today. That is why it is
imperative that the we get a voice among those who are shaping our societies,
and making our laws. We ask you kindly on behalf of all the youth in the world to
give us that voice.
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